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Introduction

Eighty-four years later, this editor finds the words of Martin Grove Brumbaugh
imsparing and believes them appropriate and worth repeating, The bold italics emphasis on
the following page is mine. [Lorraine Frantz Edwards]

“How relentless is time! The events of moment in our
generation are memories in the next, and forgotten in the
third. We retain but a frag'ment of the notable achievements
of our fathers. The workers have been so busy doing things
that no time was left to record the I:hi:ngl they did. Here and
there, by accident more frequently than by design, signs and
hints remain. These the patient student and the nmeal:hel:lc
friend may gather and weave into a fairly accurate record.
This is the work of the historian. It is service of the greatest
value.

“The Christian Church has not carefully considered the
meaning of its own history. Many a deed and many a life have
faded from the light of the present. This is greatly to be
regretted. We need all the testimony of God's grace and
goodness that we can possibly gather. The faithful follower of
the Great Father should ever seek to know and to emualace the
deeds and lives of the worthies who have gone on and whose
example is rich in convincing power to those who now and
hereafter follow on.

*The Church of the Brethren has lost much of the fine
record its great leaders have set E'T.l-'lnlzll.-.l'll'grr in the progress of
Christian ﬂ'mughl: for two centuries. P'a;rhapn the exodus from
Europe, the change from the German to the English language,
and the scattered life here in the colonies have combined to
explain, in part at least, this loss. A few years ago it was
impossible to ascertain the simple facts of the origin of the
church, its early struggles, its great leaders, its commanding
place among the German-Americans of our colonial and early
national life.
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“This in part has been remedied. We now know
somewhat in detail this splendid record of glorious service to
God's cause. We shall never know it in full. In the grave of
neglect it is buried beyond recovery. We should never be
content until we know it as fully as research and study make it
Funlihle.- for it to be known.

“I have long been convinced that there is much yet to be
learned and recorded. Biography is history teaching by
example. At the heart of a great cause is ever the heart of a
great man. To know the cause one must know its central
spirit. To the student these are the concrete expressions of
great movements. Just as one finds back of all this wide,
wonderful, beautiful world the personal God who made it and
directs it, so one finds back of at rclligiuuu movements
virile leaders whose l:hl:mghu and acts are the best
explanation of the tranufnrming power of the cause they
espoused.

iIn the Church of the Brethren it is F-eculiarl}r true that
we had great leaders--men whose l:uwering Ieadgrship is of
cummanding' influence to this day. That God should have
given us leaders so great is cause for gratitude. That we
should know them not is cause for merited reproach. That
their names and their deeds should at last be concisely and
carefully presented to us is cause for thankfulness. We cannot
add to their glory. But we can profit by their high spiricual
devotion. They do not need us, but forever we need them.
Marshals of God, they were, and ours is the high privilege of
following where they led.

“It is fortunate that the record of their lives is here sec
forth by a sympathetic and devoted follower of the same
common Father. It is most fortunate that Brethren Miller and
Royer fand Dore M. Franiz, Sr.] should have been led of God to
present these pionecr worthies to us before the dust of the
centuries should have obliterated their fuul.ul:c:pu forever.



Iniroduction

Thanks to our beloved brethren in the Faich rl'll?."‘r' loved amd
lived, we can once more commune with sainted souls whose
lives are benedictions and whose deeds are sacred legacies.
That the reader of this valuable treatis will know more fully
the meaning of the faith of the church is certain. That he will
become a stauncher and steadier soldier of the cross is
inevitable. That he may with inﬂrﬂﬂﬂing fervor and humility
follow the Master of us all is my ardent prayer.” M.G.
Brumbaugh, in Some Who Led, written and compiled by D.L.
Miller and Galen B. Royer, (Elgin, IL: Brethren Publishing

House, i), pp- 3-4-
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Campiling informathon on the Framlz fenuilics, and collateral limes, has been extremely
gratifying. 1've leamed vodumes of infarmation abowt my ancestors - and their indomitable loyalty to the
Gierman Baplisi Brethren (Dunkard) Charch andior Charch of the Brethren, Men, mong scholarly than 1
hivve wrdlben excellent books regarding the hastory of the Brethoen and vamnows splits within the
brotherhood. | make mo adempt i “phow the same fiekd. ™ 1 will, from time i time, refer io the books
authored by Brambach, Holsinger, Miller, ci al

Dhoeaens of people have spenl decaides researching ihese familics. There have been hundreds of
caniritusors io this publication; [ can't mention all but their name and reference can be found following
Moacs and References

Special acknowbodgment gocs to ihe children ol the late Dere 8. Framiz SF. (1850-1948)
tieorge K. Fraatz, Dore M. Frariz fr, and Eleamor Fratz. They wenl io considerable work amd umtald
expense io furnish me with most (if nod all) of The Dore Frante Manescrpd. 1 is saforiomsde thal Done
Framiz 5r, did nod publish his book in the 1940°s. (Framtz researchers would be wiser, iF that werne the
case, ) | have endeavosed to incorporate all of The Dore Frant: Manuscript inio this material. | have no
vy of knowing how many other contritwsions may have gotien their data from this source.  Suiice that
the reconds have been preserved and are presented here,

Regretiably, some ermars will be foand in this peblication. For that reasom, | consider ihis “an
incomplete encyclopedia of information regarding immigrant Michas] Frantz, his descendants. nnd allied
families.” The edifor enconmges the reader 1o send additions and cormections so Uhe subsquent
pubdication{s) will be mone thosough and mane accurale.

The lolkpaing comment is meant bo ilhestrate how easly errors slip o prand (and mol intended
Lo impagn amy indivadual o group).

For many years, during carly rescarch, | [LFE] ofien heard reference o “the

Drare Frantz manuscripl.” Finally someone shamed their copy of “Burinls,

Franiz Family and Relatives, Extracts from the Dare Manfred Framle

Manuscripl” [n May 1991, | kad the privilege of mosting George B Frante,

Dare M. Frante Ir. and Eleanor Frantz, and learned that their father’s middle

name was MANFORT and not Manfred.

Pegwrding accuracy: This compilenfeditor belicves that several individuals bave been erroneously
idemtified on “the wrong branch of the tree ™ Special attention is given to severnl men named bichas]
Framiz and exhaustive offor has gone inlo ressanch 1o establish accurmle relabonships. Special thanks w
Jiamres Arthnr Shariks lof his documentation, i The Shanks Family from Pegoea Creck, re: Michael
Frantz “Jr." and Michael Framtz “the younger.”™ Arthar, and Ewalpn “Rosesmary ™ Franfz, speni hours
scarching ariginal records in Fincastle, Bolesourt County, Virgamda.

Dwurimg my early rescarch Lewell H, Beackler, of Modesio, Califormia was identificd as another
resounce for Framte family information, In 1989, Lowell opened his home = and his files = o me. He
penerously allowed me 1o ke boves ol books — and Gle folders full of infarmation — o @y hodme 0
Lamcasies. Owr fricndship is priccless and his ongoing suppart for this progect is immeasurable!

Again, early in my reszarch, | was mroduced (through correspondence) 1o Magel Framty Termer
af Highland, California | seml & “mass mailing” 1o Pennsybvania 1o everyome with the Frantz surname.
Her brother answered my better and supgested that 1 comtact Hazed For & copy of her book Michas] Franiz
Diescendants, Before | wrobe, however, | neceived, from ber, a thick padded mailer with a copy of her
book, (Her brodher had alemiod her (o my ingquiry ) [ was such o (hell w nesd sbost Michae] Frante and
his progeny.



Frantz Families — Kith & Kin

Oy Ciarst Famuly. by William Tell Garst, condains an enormous amount of data reganding (e
Carst'Frantz familics. ["m indebied o ety J. Fhiefen, formerly of East Trow, Wisconsin, for oy copy aff
the chusive, pui-pf-prind, book

It is his ndcce, Jill Eikenberry (of TV LA Law), thai geis her name “up in lighis™ bui the Laie
Kelth E. Ry { 19099-19904), of Monh Manchesier, Indiana. is a star in my book! For many sears he
comscientiously examined my voluminous pristows Gor “additions and corrections ™ Kith supplied ditails
aboml “bramches of the tree” ihal scem to have chded other GBmily historians. His ingerest in compasiers,
and genealogy softwan programs. strengibensd oar family des (albhough. repreitably, we never mel).

Thee circle of supporicrs has grown increasingly larger and their contrbution o this boak is ne
bess significant  As | menlsoned ahove, their names can be found in Mobes aed Beferences.

In addition jo the encrmons compaler dalabase, 1 have o considerable amount of information in
noicbooks and file cabinets, and a sizable lbrary. Among my most valushic books: Old German Baglist
Brethren Obituary Sumuarics from The Vindicsor 1870-19%4, by Rosa (Hufford) Yoder Brovont This
dedicated woman spent vears copying information (o x5 cands from the Old German Bapiist Brethren
maonthty publication The Vindscator. More recently thal information was imasferned w0 a compuler,
printed, and distributed primarily among fmiends and fumilics of the Cdd German Baptist Brethren

I'm embarrassed by the repeated wse afl the perpendicular pronoun (17) bul know of no ofher way
#r cxpress myvsell. | owand to explain why I'm pubdishing malereal that | comsider “an incomplets
encyvcbopedaa of mformation reganding immigrant Michael Frante, his descendants, and allied families ™

O Jamuary 17th, 1994 a devastating carihiqeake caused billions of dollars damage in Los
Angeles, California. Residing in Lancasier, approximately forty miles from the epicenter, my
mahikzhome and | were severely shaken. Mobilehomes in the San Fernando Walley were totally
destroved! The same Fabe may await my mobilehome when Southern California experiences “The Big
One.” A magor carthquake could accwr al any time along the San Andreas Fault. 1 live less than ten miles
fromy & pontbon al ik Esali?

Copnizani that my gencalogical colboction could be lost in less tham sixty secomnds, suddened by
the dexihs and illnesses of fmiends and family, | feel an orgency io publish. Yes, koved ones ame dying.
some are younger ihan myselfl Alihowgh ihe Bible says, in Psalm $0: 108, “The days of oar years ane
Ihreescone vears and ben. ™ we cannol be assured ol seventy years. Cancer, stroke, and other diseases,
viokent crimes perpetrated against civil servants in the U5, Post Office. Employment Oiffice or Welfane
Olfice, dasrepgard for the lives of cosvensence stare clerks; kidnapping of voung and old.. .

Psalm Sk 12a: “Soe icach as o number our days, (sl we may apply our hearts anto wasdam™ 1
prary that it i “wisdiom™ thal prompts my heart's desire b present the infiarmatson that has been collecied
from many branches of the fimily tree. Readers may be able io supply additional informstion ihei will
appear in a revisad edition. I God, ny Hisvenly Fatleer, calls me home in the near future (or an
cirthguake destrovs my library], this book will serve as a foundation for feflow family historians. 1f oy
vears are “threescons and ten,” 1 will publish additbonal books focwsing on descendants of dmmigran
Maechael Franie, and collaverad lines.

To quodi two mone scripiune verses (from Hebrows 11:11-12 NIV, “By hith Abraham, even
though he wak past age — and Sarmah hersell was bamen - was ennbled (o become a Exther becanse he
considered him faithful who hed made the promise. And so from this ome man, and be 38 good as dead,
mmﬂnmuﬁmmﬁh'ﬂumuhndmﬂrm‘ Iy
immigrant nmcestor, hMichacl Frantz, come 1o this continend afier cxpericncing religious perscciion in
Ewrcpe. He maw have experienced & karrowing oosan vonage thal may have wken the 1ife ol his wile and
daughter (unsubstantiated). He arrived in Penmsylvania in 1727 with a two year old son and from that one



som | have dooumenied over | 7,501 children in twebve generadions. “And so from this one man... came
descemdants as mumerous as the stars m the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore ™

Many vears aga, | saw the pen and ink drowing of a misshapen tree growing from (what appears
1o be) rocky soel. “Thet's my famely tree,” | muosed. “Fram bess than ideal ciroumsiancoes, a substantial,
old, gmarked tres has grown, Bare branches are visible and reminascemt of unknown, andocumsenied
Framtz fmalics™ By God s gmce, | mel the anst, Low Crerworka, and bhe generonshy gave me 8 priml of
the original drawing and permssion i use | omy Emily hisory books  {1'm 1ald this is one of (ke mos)
photographed irees in ibe world -- the leffrey Fing 8t Seatined Dome, Yosemibe National Park, California
The original drawing i in the alkos of the Presidem of Cerre Coso Community College. Ridgecrest, Kemn
Co., Californga i

I the Nstare, (he ediior would like w0 research = and hopefully dooumend = the Enropean origin
of immigrant Mickacl Frantz, Meavwhile, Roberd F. Fromiz {8 descendam af imaegrand Chrstian
Framiz} has supplicd am interesting thesis that “stands alone™ or might assist in further Ewropean rescarch
oo Appendix

Mo atiempd has been made by the editor to check the scourcy of’ names andfor dates herein with
odficial public records. The malerial presented is sirictly the compialagion of the edilor and ngd Dore &
Framie, Lowell H Beachler or Hazel Franie Tumer {(althoagh thear research was the foundation upon
which this book was buili).

Furiber, il & my hape and praver that readers will ool feel thad | have plagianiaed the work of
other suthars by using information from Descendanis of Jacob & Eve (Boone) Fusderburgh. Char Garsi
Enmily, The Neher Fammiby History, The Siudchaker Family im America, of al. | consider myself a
“compiler™ who has o hape jigsaw puecede and places the picces. together for a complete “picture™ of the
intcrrclatiamnship of German Baptisi Brethren (Dunkand) and Clhisrch of the Brathren Gamibics. | e
fnithfally endeavored 1o footnole where every piece of informatien (every piece of the puerle) came from.
IF 1 fniled 1o recogmize a source, or an indivichild, it nas an animestional oversight

Cne finad nume thed deserves special
mentsan: Larrd Bewmas, He s e “Cood
Samarilan” that rescues me when | experience a
ksrdware problem with my [BM compaler

In comchesion, | wand to “acknowledpe” the
generosity amd hospitality of “cossins™ whose name
may nod appear in s maberial - and thank those
who will provide “pdditions and corrections™ for
subsequent volumes

Lorraine Frantz Fdwards
P . Box 2076
Lancasier, Califormia 93 539-2076
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